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Catchment Overview Climate & Rainfall
The Cooper Creek Catchment comprises the Thomson River, Barcoo River and Cooper Creek Weather and climate characteristics in the Cooper Creek Basin in the last 30
sub-catchments. years from 1989 - 2018 (BoM, 2018):

The Thomson River is made up of and semi which drain into (& Annual rainfall has been relatively stable - ncreasing by around 20mm over 30 years while sl naturally fluctuating

Cooper Creek from seven local government areas as far north as Charters Towers. It collects )
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Muttaburra. It continues through Longreach and Jundah before joining the Barcoo River at & Wet season rainfall averages insome areas ge ainfall during the wet season in Long S, wnich

Windorah. is 24mm higher than the average for the previous 30-year periods (1959-1988).
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The Barcoo River adjoins the Thomson River sub-catchment to the south. Major towns on during the early wet season,

Barcoo include Barcaldine and Blackall. This large catchment area includes land within the local | 3¢ ysefu ain events have occurred an average of twice a vear. As of 2019, there have only been 13 summer seasons since 1900 that have
government areas of Barcaldine, Barcoo, Blackall-Tambo, Longreach and a small part of Quilpie | &89 not had 50mm s event representing 55 15k of scewring any yeur.
Shire. @ Longreach h: f 10 or more days in a °C during 2014-2018. The last time Longreach had 10 days in P 0
o fow exceeding 42°C before 2014 was n 1913 . - . .
Where the Barcoo River meets the Thomson River lies the beginnings of true channel country. - - 1 '
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The principal town is Windorah, situated on the edge of the sprawling tributaries of the Cooper . W
Creek where the abundant tributaries of the Thomson River and the Barcoo River join to form a z i ] i
riverbed some 70km wide in true channel country form. The catchment spreads across the
Barcoo Shire to parts of Quilpie Shire and Bulloo, and across the border to South Australia.
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How to use this guide:
The information below provides local knowledge on landscape characteristics and flood behaviour. This is provided for local land managers, Council staff, and Government Agencies to better understand the Cooper Creek Catchment and its unique characteristics. This guide has used the best available information at present derived from
updating a previous map developed and significant local input from a series of community meetings with locals in 2019. It is intended to help you assess what type of flood is likely to occur in your area and indicate what amount of feed you might expect. You may wish to record your own flooding and landscape characteristics on the map.
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